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Issaquah PTSA Council 2.6
General Membership Meeting
Thursday, January 11, 2018
 Our Savior Lutheran Church
9:40am-12:00pm



Call to Order 
Call to order 9:40 a.m. 33 people signed in; 18 of 24 schools were represented. Proper meeting notice was given.  Quorum Present. 

Guest Speakers – 
Lisa Haynes – Issaquah Schools Foundation; Breakfast Bar Program
The Breakfast Bar Program started at Issaquah Middle School, and is now in all schools.  Last school year, over 6,000 bars were handed out, and to date 8,736 breakfast bars have been distributed to schools.  The bars are kept with school nurses, counselors, and/or office staff and any student can request a breakfast bar if they are hungry.  This program helps students achieve academic success.  It is estimated that 14% of ISD students are not getting breakfast.

Carolyn Abbott – Academy for Community Transition (ACT)
Academy for Community Transition (ACT) is an Issaquah School District program that serves LRC II students who have completed high school, and is a program that operates without a PTSA.  It is a community based program that helps prepare students for life outside of school.  ACT provides students with internships and employment opportunities so they can determine what they are good at and like to do.  There are 20 students in the program this year, along with 2 certified staff members and 2 specialists.  Council and Local Unit donations help fund leisure experiences and staff expenses as well as programs such as art, cooking and banking.

Karissa Mobilia – Nourish Every Mind Luncheon
The Nourish Every Mind Luncheon will be held on Thursday, May 10th from 12:00 to 1:00 pm at the Meydenbauer Center.  The support of Local Unit Presidents and ISF Ambassadors are needed to make the event a success.  If there are other individuals who are interested in being a table captain, please notify Karissa Mobilia at mobilia@comcast.net.

LaShae Lee (Principal) and Susan Evans (Volunteer Organizer) – Echo Glen
Echo Glen is a juvenile detention facility that consists primarily of middle and high school age students.  There are currently 110 students, but enrollment fluctuates.  Many of the students have gaps in their education, and approximately 60% are eligible for special education, and about 20% are English language learners.  Students are taught co-operation, social and employability skills, while preparing them to be independent, successful and employable.  Volunteers are needed and always welcome.  A handout of volunteer opportunities was passed out.  

President’s Report – Becky Gordon and Leslie Kahler
· Becky and Leslie thanked Leah Gibson for organizing the Reflections Reception.
· There is a new username and password for the Washington State PTA Leadership Guides.  The new username is “Every” and the new password in “Child”.
· Open Council positions were announced; Membership, Advocacy, co-Reflections chair.
· Executive Limitation 16 regarding Equity had its first read at the last School Board meeting on Wednesday, January 10th.  Any comments or concerns about this new Executive Limitation can be directed to the School Board.  The second read of this Executive Limitation will be done at the next School Board meeting on Wednesday, January 24th.

Consent Agenda – Becky Gordon
Consent Agenda was presented.  
MOTION: Ina Ghangurde motioned to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion seconded; motion carries.

Secretary – Erin Thacker
Council attendance will be emailed to all Local Unit Presidents after the February General Membership meeting.  The November minutes were included in the consent agenda and will be filed as presented.

There is a filing box on the back table with the sign-in sheet with a file folder for each Local Unit.  All flyers and handouts from Committee Chairs will be put in the folders for Local Units, so please check your folder before leaving.

Treasurer’s Report – Laila Collins for Erin Eaton
The November 2017 and December 2017 Treasurer’s Reports were included in the Consent Agenda and will be filed as presented.  November beginning balance was $35,121.17 and ending balance was $32,804.57.  December beginning balance was $32,804.57 and ending balance was $31,948.93. 

Council dues were due on October 31st, and to date, 3 elementary schools and 1 high school have not paid their dues.  

To date, 9 schools have not turned in their insurance renewal certificate, and 3 schools have certificates that need revisions to show Issaquah School District as the certificate holder.

IRS Form 1099 due to any independent contractor who was paid more than $600 during 2017, and Sales Tax forms are due by January 31st.  If you have a Reseller’s Permit, be sure to verify its renewal date.

Nominating Committee Election – Becky Gordon
While the nominating committee was elected as presented at last month’s meeting, Laurelle Graves’ name was missed from the sign-up sheet, so she needs to be officially elected to the committee.
MOTION: Heidi Fuhs motioned to elect Laurelle Graves to the nominating committee.  Motion seconded; motion carries.  
The nominating committee is Laila Collins, Wendy Shah, Valerie Yanni and Laurelle Graves.

VIS – Dawn Peschek 
There is a community information night this evening, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at the Issaquah Swedish Hospital Campus.  There has been no further word regarding opposition to the levy, and polling in December indicates good support from the community.  A simple majority (50% plus 1) is needed to pass the levy.  Ballots drop on Wednesday, January 24th and the Election Day deadline is Tuesday, February 13th.  Anne Moore has the postcards for each Local Unit president to take with them and mail per the instructions included. 

Honk and Waves will take place on Wednesday, January 24th and Monday, February 12th, from 7:00 to 8:30 in the morning, and from 5:00 to 6:30 in the evening.  A sign-up Genius has been sent out for those interested in participating.  Middle and high school students can participate in the Wednesday, January 24th event.  Please share Honk and Wave information with teacher liaisons at each school so staff can participate as well.  There are Honk and Wave signs, as well as levy yard signs bundled by school for each Local Unit to take with them.  If signs will be taken into the schools, please make sure they are fully covered.  Honk and Wave cannot be done on school property.

There are also packets for local pre-schools for Local Units to take and distribute to preschools in their area. 

Each Local Unit and Council was asked to endorse the renewal levies at their next General Membership meeting.  Please let Alicia know once levies have been endorsed so she can add your Local Unit to the endorsement list.  Individuals can also endorse the levies on the VIS website (www.visvote.org). 
MOTION: Korista Smith-Barney motioned to endorse the three replacement levies.  Motion seconded; motion carries.

VIS is working with the IEA to get information to the teachers.  There is an envelope for each Local Unit to take with them that can be placed in the staff lounge. 

Notecards/Questions – Becky Gordon
1. Are Invoices sent for Council dues?
Invoices are not mailed out to Local Units, but can be found on the Council website. (http://www.issaquahptsa.org/2017-2018-council-fees-submission-form)
2. What Local Units are submitting Standards of Excellence?
Many Local Units are submitting Standards of Excellence this year.  The application deadline is March 1st.  Many agreed there was value in submitting an application at least every other year.

Best Practices – Wendy Shah
Now is the time to find nominees and elect your Nominating Committee.  There will be nominating committee training on Monday, January 22nd from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm at the Issaquah Highlands Fire Station Meeting Room.  Parking is available on the street.
Thursday, March 1st is the deadline for the following:
· Standards of Excellence;
· 100% Membership and 100% Teacher Membership;
· Leadership Academy; and 
· Submissions for Men’s Making a Difference essay contest.

Membership – Becky Gordon
Now is the time to promote your spring campaign for Standards of Excellence.  If you have a 20% increase from last year’s membership, you will receive a Platinum Membership Award.  You do not need to apply for this.  

Advocacy – Leslie Kahler
Focus Day is Monday, January 29th and Advocacy Week is January 29th to February 5th.  There isn’t a Region 2 Advocacy Chair, so information is coming direct from State.  Sign up for the Voter Voice on the Washington State PTA website, and they will email you directly (https://www.wastatepta.org/wspta-needs-members-advocate-pta-priorities/).  You will need your PTA number to register.

Golden Acorn/Advocate Awards – Heidi Fuhs and Cindy Kelm
Issaquah PTSA Council presents the following awards:
· Golden Acorn
· Outstanding Advocate
· Outstanding Service
· Outstanding Educator
There is a link to the nomination form on the Council homepage, and nominations can be submitted online.  The deadline is Monday, February 12th for Golden Acorn, Outstanding Advocate, and Outstanding Service nominations, and Council Award winners will be announced at the March 8th General Membership meeting.  There will be a District wide Awards Reception on Tuesday, April 3rd from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at Issaquah Middle School.  Outstanding Educator nominations are due in April and the reception will be held at the May luncheon.

Cindy will add nominating forms online for any Local Unit that is interested.

Committee Reports 
Art in Schools – Laurelle Graves 
There is a coordinators’ meeting on Friday, January 12th from 12:00 to 2:30 pm in the ArtEast Classroom.
There will be ceramics training on Friday, January 19th from 12:00 to 2:30 pm in the ArtEast Classroom, and a recycled art lesson on Wednesday, January 31st from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the ArtEast Classroom.  You can sign up for both of these events on Signup Genius.

FACE – Ina Ghangurde
The School District will be hosting What Every Parent Want to Know about the Issaquah School District on Thursday, February 1st at 6:30 pm at Issaquah Valley Elementary.  Parents and staff will present information about school programs, behavior expectations, grading, assessment, communicating with schools, and other topics regarding education in the Issaquah School District.  Flyers in multiple languages will be available, and interpreters can be arranged if FACE is notified ahead of time.  

Please send the name and contact information of your FACE liaison to Ina.

Healthy Youth Initiative 
No Report.

Issaquah Schools Foundation (ISF) – Valerie Yanni 
No Report.

Outreach – Kim Weiss 
The December Lunch for the Break was very successful, with donations exceeding need.  460 boxes were handed out.  The goal for the February break is 450 boxes.  Donor drop off for the February break will be Wednesday, February 14th, and family pick up will be on Thursday, February 15th.  Liberty and Apollo are signed up to do a school food drive.  Please register your donations as it makes planning easier.  There are now 3 ways to donate:
1. Donate a box of food you have packed;
2. Donate funds to the Issaquah Food and Clothing Bank for fresh fruit, vegetables and loafs of bread; or 
3. Purchase a box of food online that will be delivered to Lunch for the Break locations through Supply All Kids.
Flyers are in Local Unit folders with information.

ParentWiser – Heidi Fuhs 
The 2017 Healthy Youth Survey shows that anxiety in students is increasing in the Issaquah School District.  ParentWiser is presenting ANGST, a documentary about anxiety on Wednesday, January 24th at 7:00 pm at Issaquah High School, and on Tuesday, January 30th at 7:00 pm at Liberty High School.  Dr. Laura Kastner will be speaking about stress and anxiety on Wednesday, February 7th at 7:00 pm at Issaquah High School

Table tents that were not picked up at the November meeting are in the school’s folder.  The tents are an easy way to prominently display ParentWiser events in your school’s lobby. 

Local Unit Facebook pages can be linked to the ParentWiser Facebook page.

ParentWiser added a live interview with Tina Payne Bryson in mid-December, and a recording of her interview is available for viewing on the ParentWiser website.  ParentWiser is hoping she will be the key note speaker for the 2018/2019 school year.  

Reflections – Leah Gibson
The District Reception was held on Tuesday, January 9th at Issaquah High School.  There were 275 pieces of art were submitted, and 58 are moving forward to State.  The finalists will be dropped off at the State next week.  Artwork that is not moving forward can now be picked up.

STAR/Special Ed – Carrie Hipsher 
There are 3 upcoming events:
1. TIPS Parent Group on Tuesday, February 6th, from 7:00 to 10:00 pm at the Starbucks on Gilman Blvd;
2. Club Inclusive on Thursday, February 8th, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at Blakely Hall; and 
3. ISD/ARC presentation on Community Resources from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at Pacific Cascade Middle School.
Please send the name and contact information of your STAR/Special Ed liaison to Carrie.

District Updates
Diana Eggers – Director of Educational Technology
STEMposium is coming up on Thursday, February 15th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at Issaquah High School.  This is a new event for the District that allows K-12 students to showcase how they integrate STEM skills and knowledge through classroom projects, after school clubs, and student competitions. ISF is the financial supporter of this event.  Bellevue College, Renton Technical College, and Lake Washington Technical College will all have booths at this event.  Diana thanked Council for their endorsement of the levy.

Melissa Madsen – Executive Director, Special Services
District Special Education Programs include:
1. Early Childhood Programs
This is a program for children ages 3-5 with developmental delays in communication, cognition, social-emotional, adaptive, and motor skills.  They receive specially-designed instruction at Briarwood Elementary, Discovery Elementary, or Sunset Elementary.
2. Learning Resource Center I (LRCI)
This program is in every building for students with mild to moderate special needs.  Students receive specially-designed instruction in academic, behavior, and social areas.
3. Learning Resource Center II (LRCII)
This program is for students with moderated to severe disabilities who receive specially designed instruction in all areas. Opportunities for participation in the general education class will occur as designated in the IEP.  This program is at five elementary schools (Apollo, Cascade Ridge, Challenger, Cougar Ridge, and Issaquah Valley) as well as all middle and high schools.
4. Issaquah Skills Enhancement Program (ISEP)
This program is for students with emotional and behavioral disabilities.  They receive specially-designed instruction in a self-contained setting at Sunny Hills Elementary, Beaver Lake Middle School and Liberty High School.
5. Academy for Community Transition (ACT)
This is a community based program that supports students ages 18-21.  It helps prepare students for life outside of school by focusing on community living and work training.  

New Business – 
None.

Meeting adjourned: 11:41 am

Submitted by:
Erin Thacker
Secretary, Issaquah PTSA Council 2.6
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