AGENDA
I.
WELCOME, INTRODUCTION TO GROUND RULES AND HOMEWORK QUESTIONS (10 mins.)

II.
DISCUSSION OF TOPICS (1 hr.)

III.
DISCERNMENT OF THEMES (10 mins.)

IV.
“VOTING” WITH DOTS (10 mins.)

INTRODUCTION


Welcome to our community conversation about homework. My name is __________ and I will be the facilitator for our conversation. Before we start, I would like to provide a framework for our discussion, and set a few ground rules.


First, tonight’s discussion will be about homework, which is a very complex topic. For that reason, we are distributing a page describing the district’s current homework policy and posing questions about that policy. I hope you will take some time to read the page and reflect on the issues you would like to discuss.

In order to have a conversation where everyone can have a chance to express themselves, we need to establish some ground rules for everyone to follow. Here are the rules that will govern tonight’s meeting:


1. Each speaker will have (2 or 3, depending on size of crowd) minutes to talk. (If the group is small, there may not be a need for time limits).


2. There will be a variety of opinions on every topic, and people may feel very strongly one way or another on a given topic. Please be respectful of others’ feelings and opinions.


3. If a speaker is speaking on a topic that is not really related to what we are discussing – for example, someone wants to discuss whether or not grades should be curved – I may interrupt and offer to list the idea in a “parking lot.” Ideas from the parking lot will be recorded and reported to the district along with the other ideas that are discussed more fully. 
NOTE:

IF PEOPLE ASK “WHERE IS THIS GOING?” –TYPE QUESTIONS, HERE IS A GUIDE FOR ANSWERING


The district has repeatedly expressed to both PTSA and to teachers that they are very interested in hearing what we all have to say about homework. There is no way we can predict at this point what the outcome of all these conversations will be, because we have no way of knowing whether there is consensus on any one issue among parents or teachers or both. However, once all the conversations have happened across the community, if we find that there is significant consensus among parents on an issue, I can assure you that PTSA will advocate for that issue. So we will not leave tonight’s meeting with a resolution on any given issue, but we hope you will leave the meeting feeling like your concerns have been heard and recorded. PTSA will follow up these meetings with a survey, probably sometime in April, which will be based on themes that have emerged in these conversations, and will give everyone, whether they could attend one of these meetings or not, the chance to weigh in on the issues.

GUIDING QUESTIONS

The Issaquah School District’s policy states:

Homework, as an extension of the classroom, must be planned and organized; must be

purposeful to the students; and must be evaluated and returned to students in a timely manner.  
Homework may be assigned for one or more of the following purposes:   
· Practice – to help students to master specific skills which have been presented in class;  

· Preparation – to help students gain the maximum benefits from future lessons;  

· Extension – to provide students with opportunities to transfer specific skills or concepts to new situations; and  

· Creativity – to require students to integrate many skills and concepts in order to produce original responses.  

The purposes of homework assignments, the basis for evaluating the work performed and the

guidelines and/or rules should be made clear to the student at the time of the assignment.

With that foundation, here are some questions to get the discussion started:  

· When is homework a valuable learning tool? When is it not?

· How do you feel about the amount of homework your child receives?
· Are your child’s papers and projects evaluated and returned in a timely matter?
· What weight should homework be given in a student’s overall grade?
